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In the general course of affairs John Lawrence considered
the support of the Field Force before Delhi to be the turning
point of his policy. There was no matter on which he so often
dwelt in conversation as this. Though Delhi was outside the
Panjab, still he thought that the Panjab must in the end stand
or fall according as Delhi should be recaptured or should hold
out against us. He felt sure that the Panjabi people would
expect soon to hear of Delhi being recaptured, but would not
withstand the temptation to revolt if that expectation should
not be fulfilled and the rebellious front which had been raised
in the imperial city should not be beaten down.* Not only
might the Panjabi people rise, but the Panjabi troops might
swerve from their fidelity; and yet these were the troops upon
which the Government depended after losing the Bengal
sepoys. Therefore, at .all hazards, Delhi must be retaken
speedily; and with this view he despatched thither the flower
of the Panjab Frontier Force, and raised many" Panjabi
regiments. His Military Secretary, Colonel Macpherson, already
mentioned, did true yeoman's work in the organization and
equipment of the new regiments. Then it was found that this
would not suffice, and that some European troops must be sent
So John Lawrence despatched Nicholson's column to Delhi,
notwithstanding that he thereby lowered the European force
in the Panjab to an almost dangerous minimum, as the best
part of that force was stationed beyond the Indus. He
declared plainly that he was thereby "playing the final card,"
that he was " gleaning the last man," that he was " draining
the cup to the uttermost drop." When told that there was
danger for the Panjab in sending the column, he would rejoin that
there was still more danger in not sending it. If it were sent,
there was some hope of Delhi being recaptured and of the Panjab
standing firm, but if it were not sent, then there was no hope of
Dsjhi being recaptured, and the Panjab must fall sooner or later.
He*was fond of saying that he did not " care to be among the
children whom the ogre ate up last." He noted that during the
month preceding the recapture of Delhi several untoward symp-
toms had manifested themselves in the Panjab, and such maai-
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